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Blackburn is probably the largest centre for the
making of shirtings, enormous quantities of these goods
being turned out daily. A large section of the dhooty
trade is also located in the same town, though one or
two of the smaller places, such as Darwen and Great
Harwood, seem principally adapted for this particular
kind of fabric. In the Rossendale Valley the principal
manufacture is of coarse goods which are very heavily
sized. In Preston and the immediate neighbourhood
the goods manufactured are generally of a most elaborate
kind, though in the town itself there is probably the first
firm of shirting makers in the world. In Bolton district
the classes of goods made are chiefly fine cambrics, a
great many quiltings, coloured counterpanes, etc.
In the making of velvets a large proportion of the weft
threads are allowed to form to some extent loosely upon
the surface of the cloth. Under these weft threads a
fine knife is run, severing them, and causing the ends to
stand upright, which gives the peculiar surface which is
associated with velvet cloth. A large use is now
being made of cotton to imitate woollen products. One
of these is commonly known as flannelette. This is an
ordinary cotton fabric made from coarse yarns. After
being woven it is passed through a machine which combs
up, or teases, the fibre on the surface, giving it the
peculiarly fluffy or woolly appearance which is so well
known. The heavy pile cloths include corduroy, mole-
skins, cords, bull-hides, etc.
Automatic Looms.
The intense competition in trade has had the effect of
stimulating invention, of patenting appliances for making
peculiar classes of goods, and for increasing the pro-
duction of machinery. One of the most important of the
latter kind is the Northrop loom (Fig. 64), an English
invention, bought by an American firm, which is largely
in use in the United States and has been introduced into
Lancashire. Seeing that the automatic principle will